WHY SHOULD CHRISTIANS CARE FOR

CREATION?







A. Creation brings glory to the creator God - it

reflects his character.

Read Genesis 1.

Discussion
Q1. In what ways does God take care of Creation?

Q2. What does Genesis 1 tell us about the character of the creator God?

Q3. How does Creation bring glory to God?
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Genesis 1 teaches us about the character of the creator God. We see that God brings
order out of chaos, fills what was empty and makes places and habitats that are
suitable for the rich variety of life forms that he makes. We also see that God blesses
the creatures that he makes, provides food for them and wants them to thrive and fill
their habitats. And we see that when God looks at all that he has created, he takes
pleasure in it, seeing that it is very good!

Creation glorifies the creator because it reveals the God who is behind it alll Creation
itself brings glory to God simply by being what it was made to be - a place in which all
created things thrive and enjoy abundant life with their Creator.

But we are only too aware that this isn’t always the case in our world today. We have
spoiled Creation in so many ways and by doing so not only spoil what God wanted his
creatures to enjoy, but also reduce Creation’s God-glorifying potential.



B. God entrusts His people to care for creation.

Reflect on the following passages and discuss what they reveal about
humanity and our purpose in Creation:

Genesis 1:26-28

Genesis 2:15

Exodus 23:10 &
Leviticus 25:8-55

Read 2 Timothy 3:16

Discussion

Q3. How does 2 Timothy 3:16 encourage us to apply the Old Testament’s
teaching about caring for our places and their creatures?




Genesis teaches us that we are made in God’s image and were placed into
the Garden of Eden to work and take care of it. In Hebrew the word translated
as ‘work’ (Gen 2:15; NIV) is ‘avad’ which means more literally to ‘serve’ and
the phrase ‘to take care of’ (Gen 2:15; NIV) comes from the Hebrew ‘shamar’
which is literally to ‘guard’. Therefore, the ‘rule’ that humankind is given over
creation in Genesis 1:28 is to serve and to guard - or conserve - creation.

And Genesis has already told us in chapter one what this looks like when we
are shown a God who brings order from chaos, cultivates habitats, provides
food and works for the flourishing of all life forms so that they thrive in those
habitats. Caring for creation is therefore nothing less than what we were made
for! This has been humankind’s purpose and charge from the beginning. This
wholeness, this relationship of harmony and peace between all created things
and their Creator, is what the ancient Hebrews called ‘shalom’.

As the story unfolds in Genesis however, we find out that sin enters the world
when Adam and Eve disobey God’s command not to eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil (Gen 2:17; 3:14-19). This disobedience and the
curse that it brings upon the creation makes it impossible for humankind to
properly reflect God'’s image: the image, as it were, is ‘marred’.



C. The Gospel is Good News for Creation.

Reflect on these passages and discuss how the Lordship of Christ
connects with the mandate to care for creation:

Colossians 1:16 &
Acts 2:22

Colossians 1:17 &
Hebrews 1:3

Colossians 1:20 &
Romans 8:21

Matthew 19:28 &
Acts 3:21

2 Corinthians 5:19

The arrival of Jesus in the New Testament is not a new story, in fact the

bible teaches us that Jesus is the one who holds the whole biblical story
together. We learned in Genesis that humankind was created for a purpose:
to bear God'’s image to all of creation by serving and guarding it, working for
the welfare and flourishing of every living thing and bringing His peace and
blessing to the whole world. However, when sin entered the world, the result
was the ‘marring’ of that image - humankind no longer reflected their creator.

The good news though, is that the work of Jesus on the cross has reconciled



us to God, restoring what was marred and making us able to fulfill our identity
as image bearers of God! Moreover, Jesus has reconciled and is restoring not
only humankind, but all of creation! The two are not separate actions - the
redemption of God’s people and the restoration of creation go hand in hand.

“For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by
the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be
liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory
of the children of God.” (Romans 8: 20-21 [NIV])

And finally, if all things were created through Jesus and for Jesus, then our

caring for creation is no less than an act of worship to the Creator Himself as
we join in His work of sustaining and restoring the earth.

D. CREATIVenergie: Unlocking access to

sustainable energy for abundant life.

Watch the following video of a UK organization set up by Christians
who are incorporating creation care into their work to unlock access to
sustainable energy for abundant life. {Click thumbnail or follow links).
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E. So, what now?

In your groups choose one or two of the following questions for
open discussion and further thought:

Does my faith currently express care for creation? How/why not?

In what ways do, or could, | care for creation better?

How does creation care connect with mission?

In what ways can creation care be incorporated into the life of our local
church?

What will | start, or stop, doing from today to be a better steward of the
world God has created for me to live in?
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